Food Science Ambassadors Program
Science and Public Affairs Committee (SPAC), 

Canadian Institute of Food Science and Technology
Instructions for Ambassadors
Why? 
The primary purpose of the Ambassador program is to increase public awareness of the food industry and of food science and technology, and particularly, to help high school students become educated consumers of food.  A secondary goal, which we believe will follow naturally if we achieve the primary goal, is to encourage more high school graduates and mature students to enrol in Canadian undergraduate Food Science programs and become highly trained food science professionals working in the Canadian food industry. 
What’s the strategy?
The strategy to achieve these goals is to invite food industry professionals to deliver talks and laboratories on food science and technology in local high and junior high schools. Presentation materials were selected and organized to illustrate how the three basic sciences, namely, physics, chemistry and biology, are applied in food science and technology. Instructional materials include a brochure and a PowerPoint presentation, which can be downloaded from the Ambassador page on the CIFST website [www.cifst.ca].  Also on the Ambassador page or otherwise readily available on the CIFST website are descriptions of food science careers, links to food science academic departments,  and high school level science laboratories for ambassadors and teachers to download
How do I do it?

What follows are step by step instructions to ensure that your presentation is effective and rewarding for you and the students. 
1. Review and download all the required materials to your computer or storage device. Here’s what’s available, but you may not need all of these: 
a. These instructions.
b. An ambassador application form. If you have not yet submitted an ambassador application form, please do so.  

c. A sample letter of introduction.

d. A PowerPoint presentation entitled,  “Food Science: What’s it all about?”.  

e. A brochure.

f. An evaluation form to be filled out by the teacher(s).

g. Descriptions of  high school level laboratory experiments. The following two experiments are available now. Others will be added later. 
· Quick yeast performance demonstration
· The effect of emulsifiers on process cheese
h. An overview of food science. 

2. Send a letter to introduce the ambassador program to one or more science teachers at one or more high schools.  Please down load the sample letter of introduction and edit as appropriate. If your company approves, feel free to print the letter on your company letter head. 
3. Within five working days after submitting the letter, call the to teacher to ensure that they received the letter and ask if they have any questions. If the response is positive, ask if it would be possible to set a date for your visit.  Be sure to clarify:

a. Subject and grade level

b. Room set up and available AV equipment 
c. Number of students. 
d. Dates and times
e. Details on lab set up and facilities (if you plan to do a lab).

4. Download and edit the PowerPoint Presentation, entitled, “Food Science: What’s it all about?”. The presentation includes descriptions of food science and careers in food science and technology, followed by slides on chemical, biological and engineering aspects of food. Please select one of the three areas and supplement it with information and anecdotes from your own expertise and experience. Feel free to supplement the presentation with handouts, illustrations, props, demonstrations etc. As you prepare the content please keep in mind that your primary goal is to help prepare educated consumers of food, not advertise for degree or college programs or for your company. Think of yourself as an educator who is partnering with the teachers in the educational mission.  Other helpful resources are available on the website of the Institute of Food Technology at [http://school.discovery.com/foodscience/pdfs/TeachersGuide.pdf].  

5. Download and print the brochure in colour or greyscale. The brochure is designed in four panels to be printed on two 81/2 x 11” pages.  Make two sided copies and fold each copy once to make a four paneled brochure. You may have to experiment to get the orientation right.  It may not be necessary to hand out brochures to every student. Rather, you may wish to leave some copies with the teacher(s) and/or give them to students on request. 
6. Down load and print sufficient copies of the presentation evaluation form. 

7. Call or email the teacher(s) a few days prior to your visit to confirm the details.

8. After the presentation, add your comments to the evaluation form and fax the form to the attention of Art Hill, Department of Food Science, University of Guelph, Fax 519-824-6631. The information on the form will help us improve the program and allow us to create a contact list of schools visited. 
THANK YOU
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